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slightly favored the Democrats, perhaps because or reaction to the
rumored complicity of Republicans with John Brown.29
The final political straw showing the direction of the winds for I860
came from New York City. There the city elections were held in De-
cember some five weeks after the general election. The Republicans
nominated George F. Gpdyke, and the Whigs and a People's party each
put up a candidate. The Democracy split. Since Wood had decided to
stage a comeback, Mozart Hall had nominated him. Tammany, the
Softs, and some discontented Mozartians put up a reputable Democrat,
William F. Haverneyer. This schism was due in part to a rising feeling
that there should be some respectability in New York City Democratic
politics. Wealthy and socially prominent Democrats, including Royal
Phelps, a friend of Buchanan, Judge James Roosevelt, August Belmont,
and John A. Dix, with the support of the Herald, were trying to stamp
out rowdyism and give to the Democracy the respectability it needed
in order to defeat Seward. Fernando Wood's "b'hoys" just laughed at
these "silk stockings"; with the party widely split they brought Wood
into office, though cumbered with a hostile board of aldermen and
council. But he was mayor again and went ahead with the creation of
his delegation to Charleston.30
With returns completed from all sections, political eyes, albeit some-
what bloodshot and congested by the nervous strain of the Harpers
Ferry incident, could be turned to the assembling Congress. Here was
to be more woe, for no party was in control of the House, and a nation-
shaking battle over the speaker ship was at hand.